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Abstract

One of the most debated issues in the history of Afghanistan is the status of women
in the political and social structure of the country. Afghan women have been
subjected to social and political discrimination in many periods of history. The
inequality and discrimination between men and women are manifested in different
areas. In the political and social fields, all decisions in this country were made in the
absence of women. However, during the two periods when the Taliban dominated
and ruled Afghanistan, the situation of women was very difficult and dangerous. The
Taliban imposed the harshest laws on women. Under the Taliban regime, Afghan
women were subjected to all kinds of discrimination, torture and violence. Therefore,
investigating the position of women in Taliban politics in Afghanistan is the main
objective of this research, which analyzes and reveals some important factors in the
research process.
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STRUCTURED ABSTRACT

The status of women in the history of Afghanistan is one of the most
debated issues. Throughout history, women have been deprived of all
opportunities and have been subjected to social and political
discrimination. Afghan society is patriarchal in nature. All opportunities
are in the hands of men. In general, there is inequality and discrimination
between men and women in economic, political and social fields. No
ground has been prepared in accordance with the freedom, equality,
social and political status of women. Due to the cultural weakness and
backwardness of Afghan society, the lack of a suitable environment for
women is evident. On the one hand, women faced constant cultural and
intellectual poverty. On the other hand, they were subjected to all kinds
of torture, cruelty and violence. Being a traditional society, Afghan society
has paid little or no attention to the role, position and rights of women.
All political and social decisions in the country are made without the
presence of women.

Throughout history, the role of Afghan politicians and
administrators in depriving Afghan women of their rights has been very
evident. Especially in the last thirty years, this problem has increased and
Afghan women have been accepted as the second gender in the eyes of
Afghan society. The two periods of Taliban rule in Afghanistan were very
difficult and dangerous for women. During this period, women were
severely discriminated against, and the Taliban rulers enforced the
harshest rules against women, and women were deprived of politics,
education, employment, art, and many areas of life.

With the fall of the government and the establishment of a new
system and government in the history of Afghanistan, the status of
Afghan women has changed. The status of women was completely
dependent on the approach of the government. Any change in the status
of women is influenced by the political changes implemented by men.
Men always determine the political and social destiny of women. This
situation can be seen throughout the history of Afghanistan. However,
the most difficult period for Afghan women was the Taliban era.

Afghanistan society is a patriarchal society; all social and political
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relationships are based on male decisions. The political structure of
Afghanistan is masculine; all political decisions are made in the absence
of women and women have to obey the decisions of men. In the history
of Afghanistan, the social and political life of women in Afghanistan has
always been determined by male politicians. In the last hundred years, all
political decisions have been in the hands of men. Amanullah Khan (1919)
started his dominance by bringing changes in the status of women in the
modernization process of Afghanistan. People's Democratic Party of
Afghanistan (1978-1992), trying to transform Afghanistan from its
traditional society to a modern society, has made great efforts to the role
of women in social life.

In 1992, The first change that took place after the fall of the Najibullah
government and the establishment of the government of the jihadist
organizations called the Islamic State of Afghanistan was the restrictions
on women. These restrictions were not only limited to women's personal
relationships, clothing, private life, and headscarves, but also applied to
all social, political, artistic, cultural, educational, work, and many other
areas. However, girls' schools were open and women were allowed to
work in government offices under certain conditions. Strict programs for
women's education and employment began to be implemented. These
programs and restrictions were the separation of the educational
environment for boys and girls. However, these regulations could not be
implemented due to conflicts and terrible civil wars between them.

During the Taliban rule from 1996-2001, Afghan women experienced
the worst and most difficult times. They were deprived of all
opportunities. They were killed, persecuted and tortured. They were
denied education and employment. Between 2001 and 2021, Afghan
women had the opportunity to engage in political and social relations.
During these twenty years, they were involved in political, social, scientific
and cultural fields. However, after the withdrawal of U.S. forces from
Afghanistan and the fall of the Afghan government, the Taliban took
control of the gate. When the Taliban came to power in Afghanistan on
August 15, 2021, Afghan women were once again discriminated against
and deprived of all opportunities.

Taliban politics and ideology is an ideology of hatred, humiliation,
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prejudice and gender discrimination against women. In the Taliban's
politics and ideology, women are sinners from the first creation. However,
for a true Muslim to escape sin, women must be in their homes. Women
should not be outside with their faces uncovered or without a veil. It is
forbidden for women to dance and sing loudly at weddings and other
ceremonies. Women do not have the right to be educated in the ideology
and politics of the Taliban. Women's political and social relationships are
forbidden by the Taliban. According to the Taliban, images of women are
forbidden in cities. In Taliban politics, women have no right to travel from
one city to another. Women have been prevented from appearing on
television shows. In addition, women and men shouldn't mix in the
environment. It also prevented men and women from going to the parks
at the same time. Women were required to wear clothing such as chadors
and burgas. Women were also removed from their workplaces.

According to the Taliban, women should stay at home and not have
access to opportunities outside the home. According to this view, a good
woman is one who stays at home all the time and does not engage in
social and political relations. Men should not see her and women should
not hear men's voices. His whole body should be covered with a burqa
and no part of his body should be visible. According to the current
situation, Afghan women lack opportunities for education, work and
advancement. If the Taliban rule continues, a generation will be left
without education and the socialization process of children will become
problematic. Although Afghan women sometimes protest against the
Taliban group's policy of oppressing women, these protests are not very
effective due to the lack of international support. According to this
situation, the international community and humanitarian organizations
must take serious and urgent steps to support Afghan women. The
neglect of the international community, human rights and women's
protection institutions causes the political and social structure of
Afghanistan to remain patriarchal. All Afghan women under Taliban rule
are deprived of life and opportunities.
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